Lesson Plan:  Carbon footprint

Bell Ringer:  Get out your homework (3 food wrappers /or packages) and write down where each one came from.

Discuss answers.

Objective: Students will investigate the environmental and social impacts of our food choices.

Carbon footprint:  The amount of CO2 released into the atmosphere by our individual lifestyle choices. 

Why do we care about Carbon Footprint?

What does excessive fossil fuel use do?

· CO2 Traps solar energy (greenhouse effect)

· Making Ocean more acidic (H2CO3)

· Increased air-pollution triggers asthma attacks and other lung problems.

· Harvesting fossil fuels damages the environment.  

· Creates political and social unrest (Countries with fuels versus those without)

· Others?

Demo google earth distance tool.

Students complete lab.

Next, estimate your carbon footprint

www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ind_calculator.html

Wrap up lab / class discussion.

Exit Bell Ringer:  Write down at least 1 food product you could buy that is produced in the Lewisburg area.

Answers (students add their own answers):

Apples

Milk

Honey

Corn

